
2020 CRSD Middle School Summer Reading List 
The CRSD Summer Read Book Lists are a compilation of recommendations from CRSD librarians, AASL 
book lists, Reading Olympics lists, and ALA award winners. Like a mirror, some books on the list will 
help students reflect on their culture and help build their identity. Other books will be a window, 
offering a view into someone else’s life experience. The list honors the lives of all our students. 

 

Bloom 
The invasion begins--but not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. 
Rain that carries seeds. Seeds that sprout--overnight, everywhere. 
These new plants take over crop fields, twine up houses, and 
burrow below streets. They bloom--and release toxic pollens. They 
bloom--and form Venus flytrap-like pods that swallow animals and 
people. They bloom--everywhere, unstoppable. Or are they? 
Three kids on a remote island seem immune to the toxic plants. 
Anaya, Petra, Seth. They each have strange allergies--and yet not 
to these plants. What's their secret? Can they somehow be the 
key to beating back this invasion? They'd better figure it out fast 
because it's starting to rain again"--Provided by publisher. 
*Audiobook available 

By: 
Kenneth 
Oppel 

 

Born to Fly 
This is the story of the fearless women pilots who aimed for the 
skies--and beyond. These awe-inspiring stories culminate in a 
suspenseful, nail-biting rate across the country that brings to life 
the glory and grit of the dangerous and thrilling early days of flying, 
expertly told by the master of nonfiction history for young readers, 
National Book Award finalist Steve Sheinkin 
*Audiobook available 

By: Steve 
Sheinkin 
 

 

Enemy Child: The story of Norman Mineta, a 
boy imprisoned in a Japanese American 
internment camp during World War II  
It's 1941 and ten-year-old Norman Mineta is a carefree 
fourth-grader in San Jose, California, who loves baseball, hot 
dogs, and Cub Scouts. But when Japanese forces attack Pearl 
Harbor, Norm's world is turned upside down. 
*Audiobook available 
 

By: Andrea 
Warren 

 

First Conspiracy: The Secret Plot to Kill 
George Washington  
"A young reader's edition of the New York Times bestseller"--Dust 
jacket. "Unravels the truth behind the secret assassination attempt 
on George Washington and how the plot helped create the CIA 
and the FBI"--Amazon.com 
*Audiobook available 

By: Brad 
Meltzer 

http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Warren%2C+Andrea


 

Float 
Emerson can float--he just can't do it very well. His uncontrollable 
floating is his RISK factor, which means that he deals with 
Reoccurring Incidents of the Strange Kind. The last place 
Emerson wants to be is at a government-mandated summer camp 
for RISK kids like him, so he's shocked when he actually starts 
having fun at camp--and he even makes some new friends. The 
summer of fun takes a serious turn when Emerson and his friends 
discover that one of their own is hiding a deadly secret that puts all 
of their lives in danger. It's up to the Red Maple boys to save 
themselves--and everyone like them. 

By: Laura 
Martin 

 

Genesis Begins Again 
Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and again to lighten her 
black skin, thinking it is the root of her family's troubles, before 
discovering reasons to love herself as is"--Provided by publisher. 
*Audiobook available 

By: Alicia 
Williams 

 

I Was Their American Dream: A Graphic 
Memoir 
The daughter of parents with unfulfilled dreams themselves, 
Malaka navigated her childhood chasing her parents' ideals, 
learning to code-switch between her family's Filipino and Egyptian 
customs, adapting to white culture to fit in, crushing on skater 
boys, and trying to understand the tension between holding onto 
cultural values and trying to be an all-American kid"--Amazon.com 
 

By:Malaka 
Gharib 

 

Into the Clouds: The Race to Climb the 
World's Most Dangerous Mountain 
Roped together, these teams of men face perilously high altitudes 
and battering storms in hopes of reaching the summit. As each 
expedition sets out, they carve new paths along icy slopes and 
unforgiving rock, creating camps on ledges so narrow they fear 
turning over in their sleep. But disaster strikes--in 1939, four men 
never make it down the mountain. Fourteen years later, a man 
develops blood clots in his legs at 25,000 feet, leaving his team 
with no safe path off the mountain. Filled with displays of 
incredible strength and heart-stopping danger, Into the Clouds 
tells the incredible stories of the men whose quest to conquer a 
mountain became a battle to survive the descent"--Provided by 
publisher. 
 

By: Tod 
Olson 

http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Williams%2C+Alicia
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Gharib%2C+Malaka


 

Into the Deep: Science, Technology, and the 
Quest to Protect the Ocean 
Containing 97 percent of Earth's water supply, the ocean plays a 
huge role in regulating global temperatures, supporting plant and 
animal life, and contributing to the livelihoods of millions of people. 
But in spite of all this, the ocean remains drastically unexplored, 
and the details of its impact on human lives aren't fully understood. 
 

By: Christy 
Peterson 

 

Line Tender 
Funny, poignant, and deeply moving, The Line Tender is a story of 
nature's enduring mystery and a girl determined to find meaning 
and connection within it. 
*Audiobook available 

By: Kate 
Allen 

 

Look Both Ways 
"A collection of ten short stories that all take place in the same day 
about kids walking home from school"--Provided by publisher. 
*Audiobook available 
 

By: Jason 
Reynolds 

 

New Kid 
"Seventh-grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing 
cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to the art school 
of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private 
school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few 
kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his 
Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy 
Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two 
worlds--and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to 
navigate his new school culture while keeping his friends and 
staying true to himself?"--Provided by publisher. 
*Audiobook available 

By: Jerry 
Craft 

http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Peterson%2C+Christy
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Allen%2C+Kate


 

Other Words for Home 
"Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother 
and father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when 
things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her 
mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. At first, 
everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American 
movies that Jude has always loved haven't quite prepared her for 
starting school in the US --and her new label of 'Middle Eastern,' 
an identity she's never known before. But this life also brings 
unexpected surprises--there are new friends, a whole new family, 
and a school musical that Jude just might try out for. Maybe 
America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really 
is"--Provided by publisher. 
*Audiobook available 

By:Jasmine 
Warga 

 

Poisoned Water: How the Citizens of Flint, 
Michigan, Fought for Their Lives and 
Warned the Nation 
Based on original reporting by a Pulitzer Prize finalist and an 
industry veteran, the first book for young adults about the Flint 
water crisis 
 

By: Candy 
J. Cooper  

 

Show Me a Sign  
It is 1805 and Mary Lambert has always felt safe among the deaf 
community of Chilmark on Martha's Vineyard where practically 
everyone communicates in a shared sign language, but recent 
events have shattered her life; her brother George has died, land 
disputes between English settlers and the Wampanoag people are 
becoming increasingly bitter, and a "scientist" determined to 
discover the origins of the islands' widespread deafness has 
decided she makes the perfect "live specimen"--and kidnapped 
her. 
 

By: Ann 
Clare 
LeZotte  

 

We are Displaced: My Journey and Stories 
from Refugee Girls around the World  
". . . Malala Yousafzai not only explores her own story of adjusting 
to a new life while longing for home, but she also shares the 
personal stories of some of the incredible girls she has met on her 
various journeys--girls who have lost their community, relatives, 
and often the only world they've ever known . . ."--Jacket flap. 
*Audiobook available 

By: Malala 
Yousafzai  
 

http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Warga%2C+Jasmine
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Cooper%2C+Candy+J
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Cooper%2C+Candy+J
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=LeZotte%2C+Ann+Clare
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=LeZotte%2C+Ann+Clare
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=LeZotte%2C+Ann+Clare
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=LeZotte%2C+Ann+Clare


 

White Bird 
"Tells the story of Julian's grandma's childhood as she, a Jewish 
girl, was hidden by a family in a Nazi-occupied French village 
during World War II and how the boy she once shunned became 
her savior and best friend"--OCLC. 
*Audiobook available 
 

By: R.J. 
Palacio 

 

A Woman in the House: How Women Came 
to Washington and Changed the Nation 
An inspiring history of all the women who have taken a seat in 
Congress! For the first 128 years of America’s history, only men 
served in the Senate and House of Representatives. All that 
changed in January 1917 when Jeannette Rankin was sworn in as 
the first woman elected to Congress. From the women’s suffrage 
movement to the 2018 election, Ilene Cooper highlights influential 
and diverse female leaders who opened doors for women in 
politics.  

By: Ilene 
Cooper 

*Summaries from Follett, Amazon, and publishers 

http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Palacio%2C+R.+J

